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 Background:  
 
 1995: Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code). 
 
 Other published technical guidelines: MPA, sustainable aquaculture, 

small-scale fisheries… 
 

 2012: Technical Guidelines Recreational Fisheries. 
 

 Objective: Sustainable recreational fisheries. 

Introduction 



 Describing ethical and managerial framework, best 
fisheries practice and management principles. 
 

 Guiding in establishing institutional and policy frameworks. 
 

 Promoting exchange of knowledge. 
 

 Promoting cooperation. 
 

 Facilitating best practices. 
 

 Promoting research. 



 Managers 
 

 Policy makers 
 

 Recreational fishers 
 

 Other stakeholders (environmental organizations…) 
 

 Scientists, academic institutions, research…  
 

 Human activities that support recreational fisheries (tourism, 
manufactures…) 



 



 Society values and rules are not static. 
 

 The Code principles: 
 

 Right to fish, but fish responsible. 

 

 Management should guarantee quality, diverse and 
available fisheries for this and future generations. 

 

 Transparency of decision-making processes and achieve 
timely solutions to urgent matters. Facilitation of 
consultation and effective participation. 



 All decision-makers and managers should disclose their 
normative framework. 
 

 Common: biologic sustainability. 

 Context-dependent: economical and social criteria. 

 

 Normative framework: Base for goals, management objectives 
and management measures. 
 

 Recreational fisheries: Dual system (socio-ecological). 
 

 Dual systems normative (ethical) framework: principle of 
aquatic stewardship. 
 
 



Aquatic stewardship 

Management/Governance Recreational fisher 

 

Achieve sustainability maintaining  

the capacity of aquatic ecosystems  

to provide the full range of  

services that benefit society 

 

Moral obligation to care for aquatic 

environments, and the actions  

undertaken to provide that care 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pervasive uncertainties. 
 

 Management process: Adaptive management and structured decision 
making. 
 

 Overarching fisheries principles: ecosystem approach and precautionary 
approach. 
 



 



 Adaptive management: 

 Flexible (uncertainties). 

 Improves system knowledge (monitoring, experiences 

exchange and objectives update). 

 

 Structured decision making: 

 Organized. 

 Transparent. 

 Guarantees participation. 

 Facilitates decisions acceptance. 



 



Effective and coherent  

recreational fisheries management 

Laws and regulations Community derived structures 



 Governance framework. 
 

 Legal framework. 
 

 Management institutions. 
 

 Achieving fundamental management goals. 
 

 Promulgation and enforcement of regulations. 
 

 Stakeholders’ role when developing regulations. 
 

 Conflict managing. 
 

 Internal policies and procedures (develop and revision). 
 

 Funding mechanisms. 



Sound information 

Habitat Biota Humans 

Decisions 



 Directed at the fisheries manager and fisheries 
management. 
 

 Establishment of: 
 
 How recreational fisheries management should be focused 

(ecosystem approach vs. single-species). 

 

 Management process (adaptive management and structured 
decision making). 

 

 How match the management with the objectives (several 
actors, several objectives). 







 Information, knowledge transference and research are essential elements 

of fisheries management. 

Education and  

Capacity building 

Manager Recreational fisher Manager Recreational fisher 



 Needs and challenges in information and knowledge transference. 
 

 Reduce conflict. 

 

 Promote sustainable fishing practices. 

 

 Obtain interdisciplinary information. 

 

 Stakeholder and traditional knowledge. 

 

 Needs in recreational fisheries research. 
 

 Identify elements and dynamics of fish stocks 

 

 Identify dynamics of socio-ecological systems.  



 Economies in transition 
 Important growth 

 Sustainable 

 
 Developing countries 

 Tourism 

 Local commercial and subsistence 

 
 Needs to an effective implantation of recreational 

fisheries 
 Objectives (recreational vs commercial/subsistence) 

 Allocation 

 



 Social, cultural, political, economical and 

governance diversity. 

 

 Flexibility 

 

 Local, national and international adoption 

(recreational fishers). 


